
GIRL'S icy DIP 1
AT CONEY ISLUD.

Went In Swimming Yester-
day from the Old I

iron rier. ;i
SIMPLY TO SHOW PLUCK. <

Miss Agnes Schilling Had Read
That a New York Man Proposedto Swim 'Mid Ice.

-POOH!" SHE SAID. "I CAN DO IT."

Then She Donned a Flannel Bathing
Suit, Jumped from the Pier, and

Swam Like a Fish for
100 Yards.

Misa Agnes Schilling is eighteen years
old and live*) at Van Pelt Manor, on the
outskirts of West Brooklyn. That she is
living either there or anywhere else this
morning may seem a miracle to mau3' who
read the following account of the escapade
In which she yesterday indulged.
She is the daughter of Herman Schilling

and Is extremely popular with the set in
which she moves, being an expert bicyclist,
a good dancer and devoted to all sorts of
athletic exercises.
Yesterday afternoon Miss Schilling acceptedan invitation to sleigh ride with

young Arthur Somers, who is a tolerably
familiar figure on the Brooklyn Boulevard
and drives a dashing pair,of horses.
The ride must have warmed the spirits of

the girl, for by the time she reached Cohcin'anoTriliAn An Cunf a vaiivia r.,nn
**v.AA » yuriitvii, uu wuii. a > cu uc, 3UC V\ «B

feeling In a mood, as she put it, for "sometliingreal exciting."
While enjoying the lunch her escort had

ordered, her eyes fell upon a copy of a

newspaper, in which the announcement
was made that one Frank Coverly had accepteda wager to take a plunge in the icy
East Riyer during the day.
With a shrug of her shoulders, Miss

Schlling said she didn't see anything extraordinaryin a man taking a batli in the
Winter time. Mr. Somcrs thought differentlyof the proposed jest, and said it was
a most daring thing to do in the present
kind of weather.

Said She'd Do It Herself.
This led to an argument, and Anally the

young woman, becoming excited, said she
was going to outdo the New Yorker. She
would not only take a plunge in the icy
water, but a swim as well. Young Somers
thought at first she was joking, but she
abruptly arose from the table and, enterIngthe hotel, asked if she could be pro-
vided with a bathing suit Several acquaintancesof herself and her escort were
on the, veranda at the time, and endeavored
to dissuade the girl, hut she insisted upon
being given a bathing suit, and finally the M
hotel people provided her with one. <
In due course of time Miss Schilling' re- <

appeared among her friends clad in a blue
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flannel suit and black stockings. She then
led the way to the Old Iron Pier, having
protected herself against the colt! by drawingon an extra pair of thick woollen stockingsand wrapping herself in a heavy
.lister. Once on the pier, no time was lost
in preliminaries. Throwing off the heavy
coat. Miss Schilling stepped to the edge o'f
the pier, and, kissing her hands to her
friends, jumped off.
She swam around the pier for one hundred

oirds or 30, aud then started for the shore.
i ne sea. at iujs point is remaraaDiy rree
"rom lee, and the only signs of fatigue
ihown by the young woman was when she
itnrted to climb the steps of the board walk,
Her friends quickly carried her to Cohen's

Hotel, where slie was given a hot. drink and
said ehe felt none the worse for her adventure.
COVELY WON HIS WAGER.

Plunged Into the Partly Frozen
East River Before a Crowd

of Spectators.
A crowd of several hundred people assembledyesterday at the foot of Ninetiethstreet to see Frank Covely, an athlete,take a midwinter swim In the East

River. It was 9 o'clock when he arrived
and announced his intention of making
good his promise and winning a wager he
had made with Arthur Meyer, an artist,
In the Temple Court building. Mr. Meyer

"''

Young Govely's
was also on hand to see that Mt. Covely
lid not back out. | ]
Mr. Covely obtained permission of the

captain 01 tue scnooner to niaito nis leap
from her deck, a distance of about twelve 1
feel from the water. He was accompanied
by a couple of friends, who .carried several
heavy bath towels. After selecting a place c

o make his leap. Mr. Covely sat down on a <

toil of frozen cable and proceeded to uu-
lress. In a few minutes he was stripped <.
to an ordinary pair of swimming trunks.
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icy Swim in the East Riw

Then he walked to the rail opposite a

mint where there was a thin covering of
oo between two big cakes about six feet
from the schooner. Standing on the rail
ip shcnted "Here goes!" and plunged overboaTd.The ice was simply a skim on the
ivator. The crowd along the dock gave a

heer. Covely came up on the other side of
jrio of the big cakes, and swimming around
it made for a rowboat at the bow of the
schooner.
He ciambored into the boat and up the
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>t to Win a Bet.
chains to the deck of the schooner and
announced his intention of taking another
plunge, which he did at once. He jumped
from the same place, and for about five
minutes gave an exhibition in different
styles of swimming. He got pn the dock
at Ninety-second street, but jumped overboardagain and swam back to the schooner.The friends who were waiting with
towels rubbed him down until his flesh
glowed. After dressing, Mr, Covely, with
his friends and Artist Meyer, went uptown.
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READY TO REFORM
SULTAN'S DOMAIN

Power of the Turkish Mori'
arch to Be Considerably

Curtailed.

RULESTHROUGH MINISTER?

Germany Still Unable to Get 01

Friendly Terms with Russian
Government.

HARMONY IN THE DREIBUNC

Count Goiuchowski Brings the Thre
Allies Closer Together.-BerlinIndifferent to

Muravieff.
t -

Berlin, Jan. 31..The Berlin newspapers
noticing the visit to the German capital o

count Muravierr, tne Russian roreign .wit

ister, contrast the general indifference
shown to ills presence in the city with tin
interest taken in the recent sojourn o

Count Goluchowski. Brief us Count Gol
uchowskl's stay in Berlin was, it resulte<
in an important change in Germany's pol
icy toward the Sultan, and probably als<
in the Balkans.
The Austrian Government lias long main

talned that the objects of the Dreibund
and especially of the Dual Alliance, couk
only be obtained by concert of policy ai

Constantinople. The adhesion of German;
to the Russian schemes of reform withou
coercion, while Austria and Italy support
ed England in insisting upon coercion, i

necessary, was held by the Austrian Minis
ter to menace the stability of the alliance
Count Goluchowski is understood to hav

made the all Important declaration to th
Kaiser ad Prince Hohenlohe that Austri
and Italy would join England In lmpo'sin
by force the needful reforms upon th
Sultan, even if they had to act withou
the co-operation of France and Russia.

Germany and Rnssin.
Nothing but defeat In diplomacy and dii

appointment of aim have resulted froi
the attempts of Germany to cultivate th
frlndshlp of Russia. The Russo-Frenc
entente has grown in closeness, while th
understanding between the Drelbund pov
ers has been subjected to some strab
Count Goluchowski has now succeeded
obtaining such full agreement with th
Kaiser as will enable the Ambassadors (

the three powers to work In perfect ha

mony.
If the Turkish correspondence Issued t

the English Foreign Office had been con

pleted up to date, instead of finishing t

the close of December, the modiflcatio
in Germany's policy would have been see
to alter the position in the East. Th
Kaiser is no longer a hard and fast oj
ponent of coercion, but has agreed to joi
in coercion if the other powers are unan
mous.
Europe is thus within view of presentin
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the Sultan with a programme of reform
under compulsion, not the "moral pressure"
the Russian Government still holds out
for, hut vhe material enforcement which
Austria Italy and England have for some
time been agreed upon.

Draft of Reforms Presented,
c A draft of the reform demands has at

last been presented to the Sultan through
Baron Calice, the president at the Ambas_sadorial conferences. Some semi-official
Idea of the scheme of the powers has been
received here from Constantinople. The
provinces, Asiatic its well as European, are
to have elective councils, with adininistra-1
tlve governments. A Council of State, com-1posed of members representing the provincesand members appointed by the Stil
tan, is to sit for stated annual periods in

2 Constantinople. This council will diave
a voice in the appointment of Ministers
and in the regulation of the finances. The
Sultan is tovgovern through his Ministers
and not through the Palace functionaries
and the administration of justice is also
to be reformed.
The struggle which is proceeding in

Austria between the Clerical and antiSemitecoulitiou, the German Liberals andtlie Social Democrats, is watched here withthe keenest Interest. The forecasts of the
v results of the elections, predicting the'

triumph of the Clerico-anti-Semite partieshave already been cabled. Count Badeni,the Austrian Premier, despite his circular
e to the Provincial Governors, directing themto observe the strictest impartiality, is undoubtedlyassisting the groups which theLiberals call reactionary.Count Badeni'a organ, the Keiehswebr, in

an official communication, dilates upon thenecessity of creating a new Governmentalparty, which is to embrace all representativesof Conservatism and Catholicism, and
, which will "worthily sustain the best trafditlons of the Austrian State."The aristocratic clubs, such as the Hohenl*wart, the feudal party In Bohemia and the
e Clericals in the Tyrol-Salzburg, Upper Austriaand Styria. are rallying to the call" of Badeni. This new party will form thef Centre in the coming Reichsrath, and thenucleus of a strong Government majority.
, The Socialists are actively working nn1 electoral agitation in Vienna and in all themanufacturing centres, and expect to sejcure about twenty seats. They have fairprospects in some workingmen's districtsIn tlie North, and especially in Bohemia

wtiere the excitement Is intense, and wherethe elections are not likely to pass off' without rioting. The mixed nationalitiesI of Austria are in a ferment, and present at more complex election problem than ever.but. that Count Badeni will get the sort of
^ majority he wants is a certainty.
HALF AN HOUR SAVED HIM.'

f
Selleck Seeley Made Restitution to the Bank
Just Before a Warrant Was Issued for Him.

e Selleck Seeley, the produce merchant, of
e No. 287 Washington street, who was ararested on Saturday ou a charge oif grand
g larceny, preferred by the Clinton National
e Bank, secured his liberty yesterday in Cen'ttre Street Tolice Court by the margin of

thirty minutes.
For four or five months Seeley had an

j. account with the Clinton Bank, and accordingto the statement of the officials ofII that institution $366.92 was added to it in
e October 23 last, through the error of a
h bookkeeper. Seeley, the bank officials

claim, soon discovered this, and promptly
withdrew all bis money except $50. The

f" bank officials, on January 29, notified
a. Seeley of the mistake. He at first refused
n to return the money, but flnahy went to the

bank at 11 o'clock Saturday morning andie paid the money. Thirty minutes later a
)f U'nmnt Time iacnoH fnr his arrost This
r- half hour led to his discharge.

Thomson May Succeed Roberts.
^ Since the death of George B. Roberts, who for

more than sixteen years was president of the
Pennsylvania Railroad, rumors as to his prob11able successor have been current. Various

11 names have been mentioned, but the one that is
16
,, most frequently named is that of Frank Thomsou,who is now a member of the Board or Dl.rectors of that corporation. Samuel Carpenter,
'* of the passenger department of the road, yesterdaysaid he was unable to say who would be
g selected to fill the important post.
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FORREST F. DRYDEN,

TRACY BOOMED
FOR MAYORALTY.

Piatt 0. K.'s His Candidacy
Before Starting for

nrvrirJo
I IUI IUUi

STRONG SAYS GO AHEAD.

City Works Commissioner Willis
Promises the Solid Party

Vote of Brooklyn.
SAID TO SUIT' ALL FACTIONS

Although a Piatt Man in Politics, H<
Has Never Done Anything to

Antagonize theIndeDendentElement.

A boom, started in Brooklyn, is said t<*'
have been O. K.'d by Senator Piatt befors
his departure South, for General Benjamin'
F. Tracy as Republican candidate for th»<
Mayoralty of the Greater New Yorlfe.
Mayor Strong has been sounded with re-'
gard to Tracy's candidacy, to learn
whether the independent element of the
party would support him, and while Hia
Honor doesn't like the idea of being crowdedout of the race himself, he said he knew.^
of no one who would be more likely to ho!<4
the warring factions together.
The man directly in charge of the Trac^

boom is City Works Commissioner Willis,
of Brooklyn. He is the anti-Platt leader
on the other side of the bridge, but is 6aid
to be willing to throw the faction he lead*
into Piatt's hands if Tracy is made the pnr-|
ty candidate. Mayor Strong's assurance
that he will support Tracy is taken as a

pledge 01 raitn irom tne union ueague leadersof New York, so Piatt has figured that!
the ex-Secretary of the Navy as the nomineewill insure a solid party vote.
The only other question of political

diplomacy to be settled is as to Tracy *

loyalty to Piatt. When he was Secretary
of the Navy he ignored Piatt in the distii-1
bution of patronage, but that was a long
time ago, and since then he fyas done nothingto antagonize the party organization.!
His personal relations with the "Easy!
Boss" have been close, on account of the
fact that the junior member of the firm of
Tracy, Boardman & Piatt is a son of the
iiewly elected Senator, and for the reason
also that this firm has attended to the legal
business of the Republican organization.
It has been understood that the Tracy law
firm has been given most of the Aibany
"fat" in the gift of Mr. Piatt, and that
Mr. Lauterbach, with other Republican lawyers,has protested vigorously against the
discrimination. Still, General Tracy has
succeeded in avoiding being classed as a
dyed-in-the-wool Piatt partisan, and this, it
is claimed, will strengthen his candidacy.
Mayor Strong said he had beard Tracy's

name mentioned for the nomination, and he
considered him a strong candidate.

"If he were nominated," said the Mayor,
"I cannot see how there could be an independentmovement."
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